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colours rightly prepared do not grow black. The art would
be much obliged for such a preparation. I have not said
that oil-colours would not endure with a glass; on the
contrary, I believe they would last the longer.

I am much amazed at Vertue's blunder about my Marriage
of Henry VII; and afterwards he said, 'Sykes, knowing
how to give names to pictures to make them sell/ called
this the Marriage of Henry VII ; and afterwards, he said,
Sykes had the figures inserted in an old picture of a church.
He must have known little indeed, Sir, if he had not known
how to name a picture that he had painted on purpose that
he might call it so ! That Vertue, on the strictest examina-
tion, could not be convinced that the man was Henry VII,
not being like any of his pictures. Unluckily, he is
extremely like the shilling, which is much more authentic
than any picture of Henry VII. But here Sykes seems to
have been extremely deficient in his tricks. Did he order
the figure to be painted like Henry VII, and yet could not
get it painted like him, which was the easiest part of the
task? Yet how came he to get the Queen painted like,
whose representations are much scarcer than those of her
husband? and how came Sykes to have pomegranates
painted on her robe, only to puzzle the cause ? It is not
worth adding, that I should much sooner believe the
chureh was painted to the figures, than the figures to
the church. They are hard and antique : the church in
a better style, and at least more fresh. If Vertue had
made no better criticisms than these, I would never have
taken so much trouble with his MS. Adieu I                  /

809.   To SIB HOBACE

Arlington Street, Feb. 25, 1762.

WE have not writ to one another a great while : nothing
has happened here very particular of a public nature*    Ourd and
